
The Man We Honor With Our Frank Kurth Fieldhouse

When Frank Kurth first came to Hobart in 1940 as athletic director, he

was "the" coach in all sports at the small school. Kurth was an

outstanding football player in high school - he was the first Horace

Mann team member to be named all-state end - and at Wittenberg

College he was named 1933 Ohio all-state end. He was a member of

the first championship football teams at both Horace Mann and

Wittenberg.

Still, track and cross country were his first love.

Hobart's Invitational Cross Country Meet, which began in 1940 under

Kurth's direction, is the oldest such continuously run meet of its kind.

The Hobart Little Five, which observed its 51st anniversary this year,

also was begun by Kurth and also holds a state record.

"He was a coach's coach. Someone the kids loved and other coaches

had nothing but respect for," said Hobart High School Athletic

Director Gerald Hicks. "For 33 years, he was 'the coach.' He was an

honest man and a role model for other coaches."

Hicks said Kurth brought Hobart its first athletic state championship

with a cross country team. "He was the founding father of Hobart



athletics," Hicks said. "He helped set up the first state cross country

meet in Indianapolis."

Hobart High School Principal William Cope was coached by Kurth and

served as head track coach with Kurth in 1971-72. "He was someone

that cared about people, especially about kids, Cope said. "He was a

fine educator, and seemed to understand kids so well. He was an

excellent role model for young people and was the main reason I went

into education," Cope said.

Kurth was a member of the Indiana Track Hall of Fame, Indiana

Teachers Association, Indiana Coaches Association, Phi Gamma Delta

Fraternity, co-founder of Indiana Track Coaches Association,

co-author of "Indiana Trackman," and a member of Trinity Lutheran

Church.

He coached two Hobart cross country state champion teams and 25

individual track champions and was a longtime high school football

official.


